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40-minim doses repeated every half hour until its influence
was perceptible in the pulse. This is a diffusible stimulant
of the first order and relieves the contraction of arterioles
and capillaries, thus freeing the action of the struggling
heart. A single dose will sometimes do all that is required
in that direction.
Operative treatment of simple fractures I have never seen
the need of. I feel convinced if proper attention be given to
the relaxing of those muscles and tendons that bring about
the deformity there will be no need for operative measures.
I well remember being sent for in a case of fracture of both
bones of the leg about the middle. That of the tibia was
oblique and the deformity was very pronounced. A medical
friend who had also been sent for was present and was doing
his very utmost to reduce the deformity by traction from the
ankle, the thigh and leg being in full extension. His efforts
were altogether useless. We then flexed the thigh on
the abdomen and the leg on the thigh ; the bones imme-
diately unlocked and not the least difficulty was found
in putting them into correct position. With the thigh and
leg still flexed we turned him on to his side, applied splints,
and with sandbags kept the leg in flexion. In about eight
weeks he was able to resume duties without the least
shortening of the limb. This is simply the history of many
fractures of a similar nature treated in the same manner with
the same results. Fractures of the clavicle seldom unite
without some deformity, but I cannot conceive how incon-
venience (short of injury to the sub-clavian) so great as to
balance the risk of cutting and screwing or plating could be
experienced by any deformity following fracture of that
bone. If the patient could be induced to lie on a hair
or other hard mattress on his back and without a pillow,
or a very low one, for from 10 to 14 days, the de-
formity, if any, would be inconsiderable. Complicated or
comminuted fractures or displacements of bones of the tarsus
may need operative treatment, but I have never seen a case
of the kind that I can now look back on and think that
operative treatment would have benefited materially. I may
be wrong, but I fear I am too chronic in my views to alter
them on this subject.
General practitioners will thank Mr. Waterhouse for
simplifying the disinfecting of operation surfaces. Solution
of iodine I have noticed has for long been a favourite dis- ’,
infectant with Dr. Lloyd Roberts. I have seen him swab a ’,
septic endometrium with the strong liniment of iodine with 
the happy results that so constantly follow his practice in
obstetrics and gynaecology. :
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Manchester, August 12th, 1910- WM. BENNETT, M.D. Durh. 
THE STATUS LYMPHATICUS IN ITS RELA-
TIONS TO THE USE OF ANAESTHETICS
IN SURGERY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I read with deep interest Dr. Dudley Buxton’s
valuable lecture on the above subject, which appears in
THE LANCET of August 6th. Its appearance was most oppor-
tune and its teaching of permanent value to anxsthetists.
His 39 lines on diagnosis are admirable, as are the succeeding
34 lines which are devoted to clinical symptoms. I need not
follow the distinguished writer through all the divisions of
the lecture, which it is a pleasure to read, and, I believe,
voices the opinion of all medical practitioners who have
had experience in the administration of anaesthetics. Dr.
Buxton throughout is fully in accord with the principle
laid down by Dr. Frederic Hewitt in Dublin, at the
meeting of the British Association, and reported in the
recently published volume of its Transactions-namely, that
the anaesthetic be chosen for the patient. The same views
were expressed at the Australasian Medical Congress in 1908
and are now almost universal. Dr. Buxton clearly shows
that in a state of lymphatism the risk of life under an anses-
thetic is terrible; we learn from him that the danger under
an&aelig;sthetisation is almost altogether due to the condition of the
patient, and that the recognition of the conditions that so
greatly increase the risk of anaasthetisation is difficult and
can be made only by a highly educated physician, one
familiar with the normal standard of health and all the known
deviations from it. With this conclusion I think all physicians
will agree. Why then does Dr. Buxton advocate that
gentlemen who are not medical practitioners should be
legally empowered to give potent medicines to patients of
whom they can know no more than the man on the street ?
The safety of the public demands that the anaesthetist
should be able to form an opinion on the condition of health
of the person about to undergo an operation, and his opinion
should be based on a careful physical examination-this
a man without medical training cannot do.
I am. Sir. vours faithfullv.
I Dublin, August 12th, 1910. 
’ .
GEORGE FOY.
GRAIN ITCH.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;In connexion with the correspondence on the
above subject in the columns of your journal the
following facts may be of interest. A few months ago
in carrying on some experiments in the making of cereal
decoctions I discovered in one sample, prepared from a
proprietary food, a vast number of Acari farinas. If this
acarus is to be found in farinaceous foods of this kind
it is highly probable that it also occasionally occurs in dust-
ing powders of which starch is the basis, but so far I have
not discovered any parasites in the powders I have examined.
Dr. G. L. Eastes tells me that he has found acari in specimens
of urine sent to his laboratories for examination, and to the
best of his belief that such urines were from female patients.
Under such circumstances it is quite possible that the acari
found their way into the urethra or into the urine from the
use of a dusting-powder containing the parasites. On one
occasion Dr. Eastes found blood in the urine as well as the
parasites. This blood may have been due to irritation of
the urethra by the acarus. It is not easy to detect the
presence of these parasites in meals or flours ; there may
be nothing in the appearance of the latter to arouse suspicion
although they may be teeming with mites. The simplest way
to find them is to make a thin decoction and then to examine
it under the microscope with a lower power objective. In
view of these facts, in cases of unexplained urticaria occurring
in infants, it might be worth while to examine the dusting-
powder for the presence of Acarus farin&aelig;.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
I London, W., August 13th, 1910. ERIC PRITCHARD.
THE SUPPRESSION OF QUACKERY.
10 the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Would it not be as well to consider this question from
the point of view of the public we are so anxious to benefit ? 
To the average layman the allurements of quackery must be
wellnigh irresistible.
"Mr. Jones" feels ill, consults his morning paper, and
selects his remedy. It does not matter which of the
patented miracles he purchases because they all cure
everything. They can cure him if he is suffering from
an incurable disease. They say so. If he has been
given up by several eminent specialists, and has under-
gone not less than three painful operations in a well-
known hospital, and has just refused to part with his
leg he will have a specially good chance of being com-
pletely restored to health. The testimonials presented
with each bottle or box point to this conclusion. The
literature supplied with the remedy will tell him what he
suffers from, where it grows, and how to get at the roots.
The root of the evil depends on the remedy he selects. It
may be the liver, or the kidneys, or the lungs, or the
stomach, or the blood. It may even be something else, but
this is not usual. He will not know which organ is the only
one it is any use to ply with plaster of Paris or other rare
herb until he has studied the pamphlet, but after doing so
there is no doubt about it. If he choses "Piebald Pebblets "
he will find that the liver is the seat of the mischief and
must be cleansed, but if he tries "Lilac Linctus " he wiU
discover that the lungs are the life, &c.
Again, the length of his illness will be stated. This is a
great advantage, because he can make his arrangements
accordingly. The whole thing is mapped out for him. He
will begin to feel better after the first dose. After the sixth
bottle he will be a different man, and after the fifteenth he
will be himself again. Then all he has to do is to always
